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Start H e r e
Dear Readers,
We saw a need for a statew ide jour
nal dedicated to common people. Ray
calls them the farmers, fisherm en, forest
ers, family businessm en, factory work
ers, and fam ilies in general. Of course
there’s a whole lot more to be included in
the list, but her it is, the M aine Folkpapery issue one, our first try. We hope it
pleases you, humble as it may be, and
that you too will se the necessity of
another voice on the Maine sce n e ...a
voice for the common people and make it
your own.
We hope you will make it your paper
by reading it, contributing articles, voic
ing opinions, objecting to view points, by
advertising and by supporting our adver
tisers. We will do the job oj putting it to
gether, but we want the Folkpaper to be
truly your paper - a place to m eet your
fellow Maine citizens and their ideas - a
place to share your own.
The M aine Folkpaper is intended:
1) to g ive peo p le information they can
use; about business, law, m oney, schools,
religion, hunting, fishing, fixing your
autom obile. Upcoming articles include;
How to advocate on behalf of your
kids at school
How to smoke fish
How to buy military surplus
How to build a better mousetrap
How to get the information you want
from state and federal agencies.
2) provide u forum fo r dissen tin g view s
and styles; a voice for common people - a
chance to be heard and to hear from the
left and right; atheists, catholics, bap
tists, hindus and' even democrats. We _______Continued on Page Six
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to Replant The Liberty Trees

if**y a u m y. u .

In a densely forested colonial America trees
were at once relentlessly cut down (but not)
ruthlessly) and prized. They were cut away to
make room for farm, mill, and town. They were
prized for what they produced — income, fuel,
food and lumber for shelter. The forests were
justly viewed as one of Americas great
resources; incorrectly viewed as endless. But

Canadian Hydro
Available Now
by Kenneth Curtis
Potential Canadian exports of electricity to
Maine have interested me since my early days as
the Governor of Maine. While the actual long
term availability of electricity from Canada is not
enough to be considered as a single alternative to
traditional sources, it already is an important
supplement to other states and has a far greater
potential than seems to be currently understood.
The Canadian American Committee issued a
report entitled: Electricity Across the Border:
The U.S.-Canadian Experience. The report
concluded the following:
"Canadian-American electricity (sales) were
(begun) during the first years of this century to
transmit (electricity) from where it was a sur
plus in one country to where it was valuable in
the other. The electricity could be generated
cheaply and plentifully on the Canadian side of
the Niagara River near Niagara Falls. Since that
time, the size and number of transfers have
increased tremendously in both directions,
although remaining predominantly inexpensive
Canadian exports of hydropower.
“Both nations have benefited from the
bilateral connections: Canada has drawn an
income from the sale of electricity; the United
States has obtained cheap, reliable and secure
power for industry and the public.”
History indicates that the availability of
surplus Canadian electricity on acceptable terms
has been a matter of fact for several years, and
that this source of electricity has been depen
dable. Under Canadian law, Crown corporations
generating electricity can enter into contracts
for a term up to twenty-five years. For example,
the Power Authority of the State of New York7
has a 20-year contract with Hydro Quebec.

trees were prized too, as a symbol of liberty, and
solitary oaks, pines and elms planted for the
/purpose or found on town commons across the
f breadth of New England were designated and
| dedicated as “Liberty Trees.”
They were to be a symbol and a focal point of
liberty — the most treasured of human rights —
treasured in the rhetoric and usage of the day
“beyond life itself.” The Liberty Trees served
also as gathering places where one or two
aspects of liberty could be indulged openly and
with impunity — the right of assembly and
freedom, of ^speech, the first among political
liberties. No private meetings here — but open
forums where the elements of democracy could
be hammered out. Of all of our threatened
liberties, this one seems most threatened. Not
by King George’s colonial administrators and not
so much by any repressive government but by a
potential wave of intolerance for the expression
differing ideas and values — by a fear that
people, individuals, who will express what we do
not believe will somehow take away the respect
of our children, change our governmental
structures or hinder the growth of our economy.
Then too, freedom of speech is threatened by our
unwillingness to hear or discuss ideas that are not
approved by television, radio or the slick print
that is so often more influenced by moneyed
interests than the self expressed interests of the
people. No money should be able to buy what can
pass between citizens engaged in free speech.
The challenge is to think and speak freely as well
as to think and say that we are free. We are not
free if we are kept — or if it is fear that drives us
or keeps us from action in the interests of our
community, our state and our country.

If plans are successful in Labrador, the
development of lower Churchill Falls would
generate 1800 megawatt hours at Gull Island
and 700 megawatt hours at Muskrat Falls. While
a good portion of the electricity would remain in
Newfoundland, a sizable surplus could exist.
Nova Scotia has plans for coal-generated
power and Fundy-Tidal power which could
conceivably provide U.S. users with 4,000 to
8,000 long-term megawatts of electrical power.
It would appear that prospects for long-term
electricity exports to the northeastern U.S. are
good, and should be aggressively pursued. These

We believe it is time we gathered once again
under the Liberty Tree — figuratively " and
that it is time once again to actually plant such
trees as a symbol of our rededication to one
another as neighbors and citizens. Such trees
planted in every town common or before the
county court house, state house and capitol could
serve as symbolic reminders of the brave souls
who first planted them. In so doing they took an
early step to planting in the new world and
abroad, ideals of equality under law. In so doing
they gave and demanded respect for the ability
of common people to direct their own lives and
the course of government.
Liberty trees, living symbols planted by the
roadside would serve to nag us as we hurried by
chasing our work aday demands too busy to
value the responsibilities of the freedoms they
symbolize.
And finally should it happen that any of us saw
the need, should any of our normal gathering
places fail to suit, we could use our Liberty Trees
as a place to gather once again.
This coming spring we will see Town Meeting
again. Town Meeting itself in keeping with the
best lessons of the Liberty Tree, let us propose
to our townspeople the planting of such a tree. If
but a few towns in New England plant trees soon
other towns will feel incomplete without one of
these living flags. We believe it can do no harm
to raise the question and submit an article for the
town warrant to do so.

But as for me, give me liberty..
Patrick Henry
1776

develop safe alternative sources of energy to get
us out from under ttie thumbs of the oil cartels
and to seek energy self-sufficiency. This will
take time. Surplus Canadian energy, where its
sale is mutually beneficial, has always seemed a
logical course to pursue in buying that time.
Other northeastern states are aggressively
pursuing this opportunity. I hope Maine will do
the same.
The table below, compiled last year, gives a
quick insight into the magnitude of hydro de
velopment in Quebec Province.
Project
Present Installed Capacity
Purchased from
Churchill Falls
La Grande 2
La Grande .3
La Grande 4
La Grande 1
Brisay
La Forge 1
Grand Baleine
NBR Complex

Year Capacity
Available (Megawatts)
12.979
Now
Now
79-81
’82-84
’84-85
’88-89
’88
’88-89
’89-90
’90-96

4,900
5,328
2.304
2.63 7
1,140
400
792
2.100
5.500

Fblk paper Interview
with

^K enneth Curtis
Ken Curtis was the Governor of Maine from 1967
to 1974. He was also the United States A m 
bassador to Canada from 1979 to 1981.
prospects, however, won’t be realized by a waitand-see, do-nothing attitude. The need for
additional transmission systems must be ad
dressed. A strong U.S. interest in long-term
purchases could provide the finances necessary
to pre-build facilities, a scheme that would
provide the U.S. with an important source of
energy.
The U.S. has the ingenuity and capability to

FOX: “How can ordinary people encourage
purchase contracts for Canadian Hydropower?”
K.
Curtis: “First they ought not to accept at
face value statements utility companies make
that Canadian Hydro power is not available or
that it is not dependable. It is there and it can be
had at reasonable prices.
FOX: "I can see that political leadership might
take a cue from the people that voted for them
and do a little more investigation of Canadian
Hydro on their own. But critics say if we
depended on Canada, the Canadians could cut off
power at any time. For example, for reasons of
national interest. How do you answer that?"
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“We do therefore dedicate and
solemnly devote this tree to be a Tree of
Liberty. May all of our councils and
deliberations under its branches be
guided by Wisdom and directed to the
support and maintenance of that Liberty
which our renown forefathers sought out
and found under trees and in the
wilderness. ”
Dedication of a Liberty Tree, Providence, R.I.

1765

Q TI/O rfc ,„Monthly Views
Maine's Future
O ur P rivilege,T h is Issu e :
S ta n le y R. T upper Sr.
former U.S. Congressman and Ambassador
When asked to write an article on such a
ponderous subject, my first reaction was that it
was difficult to forecast what may happen a year
hence, let alone projecting 39 years into the
future.
Notwithstanding, I shall make a few guesses.
Preferring an optimistic approach, I shall not
dwell on the awesome possibility of a nuclear

war nor on the possibility of a serious accident at
Maine Yankee. Barring the unthinkable, we can
look for certain constants and certain changes in
this time frame.
Tourism
Maine’s summer tourist industry will continue
to grow; there are few places in the world with a
more beautiful natural environment. Those in
more populated states will come in even greater
numbers to vacation here. Maine will be com
petitive with and perhaps surpass New Hamp
shire and Vermont as a haven for winter sports
enthusiasts.
Economy
The State will see a marked growth in the
number of fish processing plants. Nearly all of
the fish taken by Maine’s commercial fishermen
will be processed within the State. This will
provide many more jobs in coastal areas. Before
this comes about there will be a realization that
the United States desperately needs this vital
food supply from the sea. At long last the
Federal Government will determine that sub
sidies and low interest loans are the only way to
rehabilitate its oldest industry and preserve this
food supply.
By the same reasoning Maine will also further
benefit from its forest products through modular
home construction, furniture factories and other
uses of this resource.
Because of boat building skills handed down
from generation to generation Maine will
develop more boat building yards, building
mostly fiberglass and steel craft. Unfortunately
there will be a decline in the number of yards
building wooden boats.
The Bath Iron Works will become the Nation’s
largest ship building facility as defense spending
increases.
Textile, shoe and leather factories will be a
rarity in Maine by the year 2020.
Agriculture will dramatically change. Many
more Maine families will produce vegetables
from the family garden, and families with
adequate acreage will keep a milk cow and a few
farm animals. Only the largest agribusinesses
^ _____will engage in commercial farming.

Education
During my terms in Congress and since I have
worked hard to increase opportunities for higher
education for students in Maine. During the
short term, economic conditions will make it far
more difficult for qualified Maine high school
graduates to attend college. Enrollment at
Maine colleges and universities will decline. The
State of Maine may well become the first in the
East to provide free education from kin
dergarten through four years at the State
University. The University of Maine will have
more campuses in smaller Maine communities
and closed circuit television will play a large role
in classroom instruction, thus reducing the need
for a large faculty at every facility.
Housing
Houses will be much smaller and of far dif
ferent design than that of the traditional New
England home. The trend toward more energy
efficient dwellings will continue with solar
energy providing hot water and heat to most
Maine homes. -------

Energy
Maine will be one of the first States to turn
away from nuclear power for the generation of
electricity because of problems with the storage
of waste and safety at the Maine Yankee AtomicPlant as well as the realization that it is un
profitable to shareholders and consumers alike. I
foresee a large coal-burning facility brought on
line despite vigorous opposition from en
vironmentalists. There will be many more
smaller hydro electric plants and Maine will
purchase considerably more power from Canada.
Between the years 2000 and 2020 I look for a
tremendous expansion of solar technology.
Medical Care
When the political pendulum swings from
right back to center, a system of preventive care
and medical care for all Americans will be
established. Congress will see that all citizens
share the same opportunities as far as health
care is concerned. Before this happens the cost of
medical care will continue to rise out of the reach
of the average family.
Legal Services
I predict that the Maine Bar, in order to
preserve “equal justice under law” will see that a
certain portion of each attorney’s time is spent
aiding those who cannot afford counsel. This will
be either on a pro bono basis or through a
minimum fee provided by the State.
Social Concerns
I think there will be a return to the notion that
we are indeed “our brother’s keeper” and there
will again be a more compassionate attitude
toward the less fortunate than there seems to be
today. The materialism all seem to strive for
today will change. I envision a society in the year
2020 with a high standard of living as compared
to other countries but with far lower ex
pectations of individual wealth.
Politics
More young men and women will seek political
office and there will be few uncontested elec
tions, primary or general. Maine people will
come to the realization that it is a laudatory
thing to seek elective office, win or lose; that our
system depends more on qualified people run
ning and that there is no disgrace in losing.
County Government will disappear in Maine in
the next 39 years and its various functions will
be absorbed by communities and State. Maine
will elect a female Governor within the next 20
years and possibly within the next ten.
Finally I look for a new spiritual upturn in
Maine with churches and synagogues attracting
more worshipers. As problems grow more
complex and there is a general realization that
even the most powerful nation on earth cannot
control events happening in another part of the
world which may have consequences for all of us,
there will be an inclination to look to a Higher
Power for guidance and solace.
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How to Buy
IIS. Surplus

&

DIRECT FROM THE U.S. GOVERNMENT

-

By Ray Shadis
Every year the Federal Government disposes
of millions of dollars worth of surplus govern
ment property, much of it brand new but out
dated or succeeded by new models, by offering
individual items and bulk lots out to bid. Items
which have attracted my interest in the past are;
paint, nylon webbing, mechanical parts, printing
presses, building materials, wood preservative,
clothing, vehicles including 4x4’s, tractors,
construction equipment, -boats, housing units
and hand tools.
Almost every large federal facility is an outlet
for such goods including Brunswick Naval Air
Station and Loring-Limestone Air Base,
although quite often surplus goods are gathered
at major material disposal centers such as
Winchester, Virginia and Leherkenny, Penn
sylvania, near Harrisburg. These depot facilities
will ship if paid costs and packing.
Just about all of Federal surplus is handled
through one of two agencies; The Department of
Defense (D.O.D.) for military surplus and the
General Services Administration (G.S.A.) for
surplus from the civilian agencies such as V.A.
Hospitals, Dept, of Conservation, etc. G.S.A.
holds periodic auctions, typically of surplus autos
and trucks from regional Interagency Motor
Pools.
I attended one such G.S.A. auction in Portland
and winning bids tended to fall at slightly below
wholesale book value. There were used car
dealers present. They may have been the
regulating factor in keeping prices at the
moderate bargain level. Before the auction,
bidders were invited to look over and start the
vehicles, but not to drive them. Some looked and
sounded good, some were obvious junkers.
About eight years ago I submitted and won on
a bid to D.O.D. for what was described in the bid
invitation as a “utility trailer mounted —
DeWalt Contractors saw — Condition: salvage.”
My bid was $75.00, a sight unseen. What “sight
saw” turned out to be a huge two wheel trailer
(with tractor trailer tires) in excellent condition.
(Just so you know we’re not dealing with a small
trailer the empty weight stenciled neatly on the

C U R T IS IN T E R V IE W
Continued from Page Two
K. Curtis: “I looked into that pretty hard and
found the Canadian Federal Statutes provide for
twenty to twenty five year terms of contract.
Also the Canadians have always honored these
kinds of agreements. They have never once
reneged on this type of contract. I’d say it’s
dependable as any power source can be
dependable.”
FOX; “In what ways can Maine citizens en
courage increased trade and interchange with
Canada to our mutual benefit. We need to ex
plore, to understand better what types of ac
tivities and resources are available to Maine in
Canada.”
K. Curtis: “I think it would make a lot of sense
for Maine to send more trade missions and
promotions to Canada. I mean, it seems to make
more sense than sending them to some of these
more exotic places - Europe, South America
and so. Last year the United States did ap
proximately 90 billion dollars worth of mutual
trade with Canada. That’s about two thirds more
than with Japan which is always spoken of as one
of our largest trading partners. We should start
thinking Canada.”
FOX: Well, there are some Maine wood
cutters, potato farmers, and to a lesser extent
fishermen who have some bones to pick with
Canadians. What do you say to them?
K. Curtis: “The the extent that trade
agreements or import laws and so on are violated
we should make sure they are strictly enforced,
but no amount of restriction or enforcement
tariff and so on is going to save the livelihoods of
some of our people. I don’t think that’s where the
answer lies. You know, when you realize the
wealth this country has to draw on — we have
200 million more people than Canada — we are
the richest nation on earth. Look at what the

BOAT, MOTOR WHALE, MK6, (NON-MAGNETIC): 26
Hull No. C118, 1958, Wizard Boats, Inc.
Length overall 26' 4-J", beam 8 ’ 3/4” max.,
draft 2'7" loaded. Construction: round bot
tom, fiberglass reinfarce^^^Lastic. Powered
by 4 cylinder diesel
y t s missing
including lights, b
id miscellaneous hardware. FSN
1410.
Outside - Used
on - Repairs
Required
Est. tots,

EACH

price of a few gallons. If a person couldn’t use 55
gallons they could share some or sell it. A
warning to people tight on cash — getting bid
invitations ties up money. In order to keep
receiving bid invitations the surplus agencies
require that you bid every so often (to prove real
interest and avoid useless mailing.)
Now comes the crunch: every bid requires a
deposit of a small percentage of the bid (10-20%)
which is returned if your bid is unsuccessful. It is
returned slowly and you may wind up floating
two or three bids at once. Not all of us can afford
to have even small amounts of money tied up for
any length of time.
The procedure to get on the bidders list and
start buying government surplus is this:
1. Write to

Item No. 14

side was 3750 lbs.!) The saw was a sixteen inch
radial arm saw in disassembled but definitely
rebuildable condition. A few extra tarpaulins
were thrown in. It happened that I had no use for
either item, but by swap and trade I made out
very well.
Once you are on the bidder’s list, you will
receive an identification card that will gain you
entrance to the disposal facilities to look over the
items offered. Looking things over is a
procedure I strongly suggest since my ex
perience in picking up my sight unseen “salvage
condition” bargain. There were jeeps stacked
next to my prize. They were sort of “com
pacted,” flattened out until they were about ten
inches high. They were tagged “salvage con
dition. ’’Fair Warning!
Buying surplus is not exclusively a rich man’s
game as so often rumored nor is it a poor man’s
pastime. Let me explain. When I first expressed
an interest in buying surplus many people said,
“They only sell things in huge quantities you
can’t afford — trucks by the hundred, binoculars
by the thousands, etc. You can’t compete.” This
type of thing is true for some items but not most
of them. Then, too, large quantities often sell for
very low prices. In one bid offering single 55
gallon drums of wood preservative went for as
little as twelve dollars per drum — the retail

Defense Property Disposal Service
Federal Center
Battle Creek,Michigan 49016

or
General Services Administration
Property Management £
Disposal Service
Sales Branch - DPS
Post Office § Courthouse
Boston, Mass. 0^109
and ask for a surplus bidders ap
plication and the agency’s own booklet ex
plaining their procedures. D.O.D.’s application
form lists hundreds of catagories of surplus
property from animals to kitchen waste to
helicopter parts. Follow their advice and select
only a few or your mailbox will be flooded. The
same discretion holds true on regional
categories. (Do you really need to know about a
tanker for sale in San Diego?)
2. You might want to start with an extra low
bid at a local outlet. When you bid and fail you
will receive, if requested, a notice of all the
winning bids. That will give you an idea of ac
ceptable price ranges or your “extra low” bid
may win. Congratulations.

Canadian government can do for their people. I
think the answer in getting our government to
do what is done over there.
Given a little help our industries of potatoes,
fisheries and lumber can hold their own against
anyone in the world. Instead we’re cutting
programs. Look at the cuts in Small Business
Administration, Farmers Home Loans and so on
and look at our wealth. It troubles me because
our government should be doing more to help,
not less.”
FOX: “It sounds to me a little like you’re
putting together an agenda for Washington. A
lot of people are glad to see you are thinking
seriously of running for U.S. Senate.”
K. Curtis: “I would think about...except it
hurts to see the way things are going...there’s so
much that needs to be done...so much that could
be done.”
Kenneth Curtis was formerly Governor of
Maine and U.S. Ambassador to Canada and is
still a genuine warm, down to earth human
being. He doesn’t behave as you might think a
former governor and ambassador might. He
seems to honestly enjoy people and you ane apt
to find him fixing coffee for visitors to his Port
land law office.
He is not likely to remember our first meeting
when he was Governor of Maine. People rarely
remember meetings in elevators even if they are
at the State House. Governor Curtis stood
differentially aside to allow a gaggle of visitors,
tourists, and office workers to enter first and
when he came aboard he seemed to think it
necessary to smile, joke, and talk with us and set
everybody at their ease. His office, there too, it
seemed was always open.
It’s the kind of man he is.

BACHTOLD
Log S p litter
C a ll us for details on our new m o d el
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Another Time & Place

HORSES

by
jQ ycouple of years ago Bill Perry “invited” me
to drive his team hauling pulp logs on a lot near
the Dresden-Wiscasset line. He and Lloyd
Delano were going to chop and they insisted on
helping load and did most of the loading. Since it
had been quite a while since I’d handled wood
they made it easier for me and I hauled out and
unloaded for myself. Bill buys horses to contest
at the fairs, and he also likes to work- them on
wood lots in the winter. The team that I drove
was a chestnut gelding that he’d contested, and a
bay mare that he hoped to take in a few fairs
with.
I hauled small loads — generally what they’d
cut while I was making a trip. One of the other
crews on the lot had a John Deere skidder. I
hadn’t paid too much attention to the progress,
kept going back and forth, but it soon became
apparent that I was hauling more wood than the
skidder. Nothing was said that I’d heard but it
soon became quite clear that they didn’t like a
man sixty-five years old beating a skidder that
cost over $20,000. They tried all different things
to bring the score in their favor. They’d been
hauling full length and that’s OK if the wood is
large enough, but with small wood you can’t
hand enough to make a load. They tried a trailer
with four-foot wood. That didn’t work too well
either, the trailer was quite high even when you
started loading. The next thing was a drag, built
out of two long spruce logs fastened together and
laid on the ground to load. They put a couple of
cords on it and raised up one end but only got
fifteen feet before it went over and all the wood
fell to the ground. They never did get that first
load out with the drag; just abandoned it after a
day’s work in building it.
______________

C a rro ll E. Gray

There was yet another crew on this lot using a
small crawler tractor with a trailer. There were
five men in this crew and they never approached
the amount of wood our three man crew with the
team brought out to the yard.
I’ve seen this happen before. I was hauling
logs for Clayton Dodge on the Paul Cunningham
lot along with “Sgt.” York. He had a diesel
crawler tractor with a scoot that would haul a
thousand feet of logs and generally loaded quite
heavy. I had a longer haul — my berth was
further down the hill and I hauled to my own
brow. I wasn’t looking for a contest and it hadn’t
occurred to me that I was landing more logs on
my brow until one of the crew on the truck asked
how come they were coming to my brow more
often than they were coming to Sgl. York’s.
They couldn’t understand how a team could beat
the tractor, but I think the answers were simple.
The team walked faster and we put on smaller
loads. It’s much easier to load waist high than
shoulder high, and I had one of the best helpers
that ever put a log on a scoot. I also had a good
team. You’d stop at a pile of logs, put a couple on
and the next one might be a bit too far ahead to
land on the scoot. Just speak to the team and
they’d take the scoot ahead about a foot — land
the log just right and do it again on the next log
without touching the reins. No need to get on the
tractor and start her ahead — you’d have the log
aboard in less time.
I’ve been around horses since I can remember.
When I was less than eight years old I was
shouldering quite a few duties around them. It
wasn’t until I was in my twenties that I bought
my first horse. He was a registered Clydesdale
named Jerry. He was known to be thirty-two

when I bought him and he had some unusual
training somewhere along the line. A farmer in
my region had owned him and told me that if you
turned Jerry out to graze in a field he’d go no
closer than four feet to the garden no matter
what was planted there. This was hard to accept
but I never did see him go any closer unless I put
him into a harness and hooked him to a
cultivator. He’d work with an open bridle and
you didn’t need reins in the garden. He’d “gee”
or “haw” about the best response of any horse
I’ve had. Jerry wasn’t a powerful horse but he
had another talent that I’ve never encountered
since. He’d pull until you told him to stop. I was
told that he’d been trained on canal barges.
I remember in Italy horses were used in
railroad yards and the cars started hard. A horse
just leaned into the load and it was several
minutes before anything happened, before the
horse could take half a step. Jerry was handy
hauling cord wood in the winter when your sled
froze down. He’d start pulling while you took a
stick and pounded the runners to shock them
free. Somehow it makes more sense to lay a
couple of skids down to land your sled on but it
was much more fun to use that training.
Carroll E. Gray,
native of Boothbay Region
is a human chronicle of the traditions, history, and
folklore of that area and of a way of life and values
quickly slipping through our fingers. Carroll still
works in the out of doors, with tractors and
horses, hay and wood, and people (summer and
other kind) and he is notorious in the region for
the ever so drv wit with which he comments on it
all.
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Start H ere cont •
feel we should enjoy dissent as part of
democracy - not suppress it.
3) tell the under ‘'other'* side o f every
story.
There is always another side.
There is always more than the press
covers. We will hear from the underdogs
as well as the winners. To us the head of
a family is more important (and may have
more to say) than a governor or the presi
dent of a corporation.
Future issu es will include selected
national and international new s.
5) to experim en t in building a n ew spap er
fre e from pow erfu l in terests and political
censorship; that promores respect for hu
man beings, for the planet earth and for
all of nature, a paper that loves the truth
enough to back down if it needs to - not
just print a mini-retraction. A paper tWat
experim ents in styles, graphic, format
and content to fill the needs of people
who stopped reading new spapers long
ago and wean them back to more liesurely, thoughtful consideration of issu es
than television allows.
5) to have fun: develop a sen se of humor,
not take ourselves too seriously, poke
holes in pom posity, greed and arrogahce
wherever it is found. And to do it lightly.

O r g a n ic F a r m !!
Eighteen acres more or less with great three bedroom modified A-frame
home in North W hitefield heated w ith wood and electric backup. Beautiful barn
to house animals w ith an upstairs workshop that would delight anyone. Most of
the land in fields w ith sty cemented area and pig wallow. Many different fru it
trees and grape arbors. All this for $ 4 9 ,9 0 0 .

rw E R
1 .I h n o E
*3 '
\= = /R e a lty

Office Open Daily and Saturday, 9 to 5
Sunday, 1 to 4
Route One, Floor Magic Building, Newcastle, ME 04553
Phone: (207) 563-3395
CALL TOLL FREE:
In Maine - 1 800 452 8783 Ext. F655
Nationally - 1-800-341-8720 Ext. F655

BUILD THIS 2 2 'x 3 2 ' CLASSIC CAPE
ps
_____ a
W e 'r e a n o -n o n s e n s e s h o p . W e o f f e r q u a lit y E q u ip m e n t , as w e ll as e x p e r t
s e rvice a n d a d v ic e . W h e t h e r y o u 'r e t o u r in g c r o s s -c o u n tr y o r rid in g t o t h e
p o s t o f f ic e , w e 'v e g o t th e e q u ip m e n t t o m a tc h y o u r needs.

2 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS.
LOTS OF STORAGE.
EXPANDABLE.
MODERN KITCHEN OPENS TO L I V I N G & DI NI NG AREAS.
DESIGNED TO BE EAS IL Y HEATED WITH WOOD.
DETAILED

BUILDING

B IC Y C L E

C O M M U T IN G

•
•
•
•
•
•

• Generator Lights
• Bleumel Fenders
• Kirtland Tourpack
Saddlebags
• Sturmey Archer 9
Speed Conversions
• Bell Helmets

BOX 50

CROSS C O U N T R Y

EQUIP

Fuji
Motobecane
Raleigh
Peugeot
Ross
Univega

C Y C L E T O U R IN G
E Q U IP M E N T

CROSS C O U N T R Y
SKI BOOTS B Y -

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Kirtland Tour/Pak
Cannondale
Blackburn Designs
Protogs Cycle
Zefal H.P. Pumps
Log House Designs

Haugen
Alfa
Fels
Bindings*Poles«Wax,
Clothing»Accessories.

PLANS $20 POSTPAID

MCKIE W. ROTH,
P.0.

Q U A L IT Y
B IC Y C L E S

S K IS B Y -

• Asnes
• B onna

• Havgen
• Toppen r

A L S O ....

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Custom Frame Sets
Custom Built Wheels
Bicycle Motocross Gear
Helmets
Day Packs
Raingear
Complete Equipment
Rentals

designer

BATH, ME. OA530

737 Washington Street

MONDAY thru SATURDAY

Bath, 443 -9757
Friday Nights 9

^atlT 7\
WCycte^Ski-P

8
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iC U STO M F R A M IN G & A R T IS T S U P P LIE S !
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M aine C oast N a u tic a l C h arts A v a ila b le
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sh o p

Waiting on spilled coffee
to fulfill itself
all in a moment
the sudden splash
spreading its star
dripping over the table edge
my leg warm and wet
from the explosion
cools
but not before

H flIR S TY LlljG JR HAIRSET
BY A PPO IN T

FUOHT-TW O
335 Water Street

Augusta, Maine 04330

623-1200

CALL A N N E
or JO A N N

the wooden floor
looks better darker

brown of coffee black
is polish best
better than orange juice
sweet and sticky
or milk white and thick
clogging cracks
unlike coffee
spreading quickly
delineating darkly
as it rushes to find its place.
Judith Robbins

FOLKPAPER

LO G O
WEBSTERS - fox (faks)n.(fem.vixen)
An animal of the canine family, genus Vulpes,
reddish-brown in color, with a large bushy tail
and erect ears;
also

A WILEY PERSON.

9
This photograph, supplied by B etty Williams M urray, was taken of her father standing by his Model T
after winning the 1926 Troy Pan-Am by driving his Ford 63.8 miles on one gallon o f gasoline.

Hens See Red

Independent researchers and the U.b.
Department of Agriculture have recently
discovered that egg production may not be as
dependent on photo period (the length and
timing of daylight) as on light spectrum (color).
Both photoperiod and light spectrum change
with the seasons. Toward winter available
sunlight tends to be less red and more blue than
in spring and early summer.
Why not just plain red lighting? They also
found that workers in large commercial egg
houses could not see well enough to function
efficiently for a full work day in red light.
For the backyard poultry raiser, however, this
may not be so much of a problem as the time
spent working in the hen house is generally
much shorter and it may be worth ex-

OLD T M E y r
R E C f J P E S ------

W inter Eggs Without Electric
Although the rate of change and the direction
of change tend to be a factor as well as how long
the light is available and how much blue or red
light is available researchers found that laying
hens consistantly produced more eggs under red
lights than under plain bulbs or lights of any
other color. Experimentation is now going on
with tinted lenses or “spectacles” attached to
individual hens.
perimenting on providing red light for increased
egg production without electricity. How? By
covering henhouse windows with a sheet or two
of red plastic or red cellophane (purchased at
craft supply outlets). The Folkpaper will try this
out during the coming winter, keep records and
hope to report to our readers in the spring.

BEST
f

f or

SUC C ESS of

Louisianna Rum Cake

th e F O L K P A P E R !

2 sticks oleo or butter (1 cup)
2 cups sugar

S ta n T upper, S r.

5 eggs (or 6 if small)
2 cups plain cake flour
1 t.cocoanut extract
1 t.rum extract
Cream sugar and butter, add eggs, flour and
extracts. Beat well, pour into buttered
pan (preferably tube) and bake at 350° 1 hr.

DE-CARBON YOUR GASOLINE ENGINE

Glaze
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup water
1 t.almond extract
Cook un^il sugar dissolves & pour on cake
immediately after removing from over.
receip<
There s nothing missing in the rece
ip< . It
- i
i ,• „,
no
. >.i k i ng p o w d e r
r
egg. Very simple and very delicious

WISHES

lias
f-

During the great Civil War Maine soldier boys
shared the stories, jibes, wit, songs and
comaraderie of their counterparts from across
the northern tier of states. At campfires and
watering places, during the bloodiest war in our
young nations history these strangers met for
the first time to try and test one another. As
people from varied home places and differing
backgrounds so often do. they “sized one another
up.”
The Maine boys came off poorly at first. They
were not near as glib as New Yorkers, not as
society minded as some Boston and Connecticut
lads, not as aggressive in their manners as New
Jerseyans, not as open or determined as the
fellows from the mid-west.
They were seen as slow to speak, giving short
dull answers to common questions; seeming to
exchange but few quietly spoken or even
muttered words among themselves. It gradually
became apparent though, that the Mainers chose
their few words with care, that their wit was
choice and dry and that they were after all —
“cleanly” enough, sharp'and “thrifty” and given
to some occasionally downright hilarious
whimsey and horseplay. But it was when the
swapping and trading began that it all came
together. They were foxes. Throughout the
remainder of the War and for many years af
terward other Americans seemed to know just
what was meant when they heard the words,
Maine foxes.
The running fox logo is given to the Folkpaper
in expression of deep appreciation for the living
heritage of Maine Folkways.

p

If your clunker has been running out of tune
or spends most of its life in stop and go traffic, it
may well have economy and power robbing car
bon build up. You might want to give it a kero
sene enema and get rid of that carbon by washing
and burning it out.* Here’s how: slowly dribble
(from an old oil can) about 1 quart of kerosene into
the carburator with the engine running. Not too
much, too fast, or it will stall completely instead of
just dogging down. Worse yet, kerosene may get
past the pistons to thin out the engine’s oil. Cost:
about 40 cents and probably as effective as most
through the carburator patent medicienes.
^Kerosene can burn hotter (though slower) than
gasoline.
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H arm ony H ill Farm
Bred reg. Suffolk Ewes - 125.
March reg. E;\ve lambs 110. - 1 2 5 Jan/Feb reg. ram lambs out of
“ 1 tali", can be used for fall
breeding - 225. - 275.—
6 33-4480
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FOLKPAPER INTERVIEW WITH GEORGE GONZALES
land but we could afford it and it would mean a
FOX: I AM SURE THAT YOU GET ASKED
lot of work. I got so excited about the place that I
THIS ALL THE TIME, BUT WHY DID YOU
never did drive to Caribou. I just turned around
MOVE TO MAINE?
and we went back to pick up my wife. A month
GEORGE: There are a lot of reasons, but the
later we came driving up here with a utility
one that got us looking at Maine in the first place
trailer, a travel trailer, a bundle of ideas and
was that it was one of the few places where we
settled down and bought some property.
could afford to buy land. We sent for some
FOX: A LOT OF PEOPLE MOVE UP HERE
national realty catalogs, ruled out certain states
TO ESCAPE THE CITY, TO CHANGE THEIR
that we did not want to live in and then started
LIVES. WHAT ARE YOUR FEELINGS ON
to look for what we could afford. Then I saw a
THAT?
television program about a town in Maine that
GEORGE: In some ways you could say I was
did not feel they needed more policemen, or
trying to escape. When my daughter was born,
something like that, and were trying to block the
we were living in San Francisco. I grew up in the
federal Law Enforcement Administration
city and I have a great love for the city. But so
Assistance from funneling in federal monies.
many things have changed and it has gotten so
They were refusing federal money! What it all
bad. The days are gone in the city when a kid
boiled down to in my mind was that the town got
together and voted that they did not want
something and they took on the government
aoout it. It was the first time I had ever seen real
democracy in action. The reason I live outside of
Houlton, in a smaller town, is for the real
democracy. The bigger towns and cities don’t
have it anymore. Participatory democracy is
mostly still in the smaller town, especially in
New England. Yes, that was one of the things
that got me seriously thinking about Maine.
Because, really, I never heard of Maine until we
started looking through the catalogs.
FOX: THEN WHAT?
GEORGE: Well, in 1977, my daughter and I
drove out from Wyoming and we were going to
go all the way to Caribou, then work our way
back and go through New Hampshire and
Vermont. Well, in our travels across country, we
received some pretty rough treatment, in the
sense that people weren’t friendly and in some
areas, they wouldn’t rent us a motel room. I was
beginning to think that there wasn’t any place in
America that was worth anything. When I got to
Maine, I remember, we spent the night in the
Kittery rest area and then I drove to Bangor. I
didn’t feel intimidated like in a lot of other cities,
but it was still a city and not as friendly as I
thought it was going to be. We got back on the
highway and drove to the end of 1-95 which ends
in Houlton. We got out and went into a store to
buy something and the first thing that happened
was a guy in the store began to tease my little
daughter. And it brought something back to me
that I remembered as a kid; how they would
tease the little kids and give them a candy bar or
something...not like it is in the cities today. They
watch you like they think you’re gonna steal
could be out on the streets until 9:00 playing, and
something everytime. And I thought, gee, what
So many things had changed that I felt it wasn’t
a nice place. We left and looked around town a
fair for us, who had a loving and safe en
little and went into another store and had the
vironment, not full of material possessions but
same warm feelings and experiences. The next
certainly rich in love, not to give that to our
day we looked at some land for sale that was in
young. Plus, I had never been anywhere and I
our price range. It wasn’t what you’d call choice
wanted to see if the rest of the country was as

GULF of MAINE BOOKS
an alternative bookstore
featuring books and periodicals
Jor creative and practical living

61 Maine Street
Brunsw ick
729-5083
coop m e m b e rsh ip available

bad as where I was living.
When we decided to come to Maine and buy
property it was the feeling that we found where
we wanted to be and this was to be our home. I
never owned property before, my wife never
owned property before. In face, the only
property we thought we would own would be the
plot they laid us away in. We decided we weren’t
buying property now to build up and sell for a
profit later; this is our home and this is where I
plan to die. I want my daughter to be able to
have those little freedoms to go out and ride her
bike and not fear that some weirdo is going to
grab her or that she might get shot because she
accidentally wandered into the middle of
something. To convince ourselves that we were
not running away from anything, we decided
that any problems that affected our family, we
would stand up and speak out about, no matter
what the consequences. I don’t want my
daughter to ever tell us something I told my
mother; that is, if she had stood up and spoken
out and did something when she was young,
things might not be as bad as they are today. She
and I have a good understanding now, but I still
believe that. I don’t want my daughter to ever
think that of us, that we just wanted to enjoy the
good times of today with no thought for the
future.

GEORGE GONZALES hjs wife Candy, and their
daughter Hassiba (now eight), moved to Lit
tleton, Maine in 1977 and quickly adopted to
Maine rural life. They have built a house, cleared
land and planted a garden, and have gotten to
know their Aroostook neighbors. When he is not
at work at the Houlton Theatre, George works in
the woods or on a new larger house he is con
structing. Candy works for Human Services and
is active in the Maine State Employees Union.
They have adopted a second daughter, Lisa,
aged four.
FOX: COMING FROM A CITY, DID YOU
FEEL THAT YOU WERE BETTER OR MORE
K N O W L E D G E A B L E T H A N T H E PEOPLE
WHO GREW UP HERE?
GEORGE: No. I never thought that. Mostly, I
guess I felt so comfortable here; I guess because
I was raised by my grandparents and they
thought and believed in a lot of ways like the
people around here believe. I remember my
grandmother always talking about a little farm
and chickens and it was nothing I ever really
saw, but when I got here and in meeting some of
the older people and hearing them tell stories, it
was like living at home again. My grandfather
always had stories and the idea of helping each
other, you know, that is how I was raised.
Continued on Page 10
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>dgecom b,m e.

882-542

TRUEVALUE H A R D W A R E
FEEDS - P A IN TS
E N E R A L HARDWARE

N arragan sett L eath ers

rt. 1 w iscasset, me-

C o m m o n G r o u n d Fai r

and
DAMARISCOTTA

563-5080

882-7701

fall bulbs are in

Tues-Sat

BURN WOOD SAFELY

weavings - pottery - copper
jewelry-brass -canvas
clocks - stained glass
wood working - cards
knitted hats - leather bags

CHIMNEY SCRUBBER"
YO U R O W N C HI MNE Y S W E E P
Permanently installed chimney
cleaning. New Flexible Brush The
best easiest to use chimney clean
ing equipment.
Write for brochure

W.T. D O D G E & CO.
US

P«i 41 3 8 7 5 8

175 MIDDLE HD

EDGECOMB MAINE 04556

' a 11]
“

**

Visit our other shop on Route 127
“on the way to Reid State Park”

160 Front St.
5 ^ Bath
10 5:30 mon-sat

Georgetown
7 days a week
8:30 6
371 2801
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Bruce Reeves: W h y Vote Y E S ?

by Bruce Reeves
Chairman, Maine Citizens
Committee for Utility Rate Reform

The issue is whether the people of
Maine will have control of state energy
prices and policy. The vote will be on
November 3.

The initiative to create the Maine Energy
Commission provides for the direct election of
the state’s three Public Utilities Commissioners
who are now appointed by the Governor for
seven year terms. The first question on the
ballot, a “yes” vote will bring about the first
major reform of the PUC since it was established
in 1913.

The bill also: 1) Makes conservation, imported
power, cogeneration, recycling, and renewable
energy such as solar, low head hydro, wind,
peat, biomass and tidal the energy policy for the
state; 2) require commission approval before an
electric utility buys into an out-of-state nuclear
plant; and 3) requires commissioners to take into
consideration the effect of proposed new electric
plant construction on the environment, on public
health and safety, and on our pocketbooks.
The development and promotion of the Electthe-PUC Initiative has been a project of the
Maine Citizens Committee for Utility Rate
Reform for the past 18 months. It began to take
shape only after our citizens’ group had tried for
nearly six years to make the present regulatory
system work in the public interest.
Unfortunately, we found it was impossible to
lift the PUC from its traditional role of hand
maiden for the private utilities. We employed
lawyers, economists and engineers. We
organized public participation in rate cases that
broke all records. We started withholding
payments on our electric bills. We proposed and
passed legislation to force reconsideration of
critical issues, such as the infamous $5.70
monthly charge. We even went to court on
several occasions. Meanwhile, our light bills
have doubled and may soon triple.
Our biggest complaint has been the lack of
accountability in the present system. Utility
mismanagement, not inflation, has been the real
contributor to rate hikes over the past ten years
and that problem has been getting worse.
Customers of nearly all Maine electric utilities
are now paying millions extra because of foolish
investments in out-of-state plants that were
never needed and never built. We are paying for
contractor’s errors in plant construction and for
management errors in plant operation. In one
case, the Wyman No. 4 Unit in Yarmouth, a
brand new $220 million oil fired (?) plant was
wrecked on its first day of operation and may not
produce at more than 20% of its capacity.
In the last rate hike for CMP. the Company
got over $4.5 million to pay off its worthless
investment in a nuclear plant for Sears Island. In
its present case CMP is asking for $1.5 million
for the abandoned Montague nuclear plant that
will never be built in Massachusetts.
The situation is getting worse. Last month the
PUC awarded Maine Public Service Company of
Aroostook County over $1 million to help pay its
share of the Seabrook Nuclear plant in New
Hampshire. It was the first award of CWIP
(Construction Work in Progress) charges in
Maine history, meaning that from now on the
C o n t in u e d o n P a g e 10
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Maine Branch
P.O.Box 2614, AUGUSTA. ME. 04330

190 Lincoln Street, Bath, Maine
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443 4111

WOODBUTCHER

GARDEN GATE

• Fall silk & dried arrangements
• Baskets
• Fall mums

LANDSCAPING SERVICE

Year-round houseplants & flowers
for any occasion -

WE S P E C IA L IZ E IN E X C E L L A N T PRICES
FOR BO TH C O M M O N A N D H A R D -T O -F IN D T O O L S

*

\r-

ZK

O tloiH e-jZand

Come in and see our Wide Selection of Fine Tools
from around the World

o
* FAIR SPECIAL *
15% Off all HAMMERS
E S TW IN G ,S TA N LEY & M ILLER S FALLS

r *

Institute

E L E C T R IC A L P L U M B IN G & H E A T IN G

cn

W IN D & SOLAR S Y S T E M S

i

Offer good through Oct. 1, 1981

Shelter

(207) 882-7882

J Z t fljE

bldg.

S
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K
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B U IL D IN G S

MODULAR HOMES

H Y D R O -E L E C T R IC & P H O T O V O L T A IC S

R IC H A R D M O R R IS
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•

Owner

US ROUTE

1
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R eeves

Coming here seemed to put those things back
into place.
customers will be assuming the risks of con
My grandmother used to tell me that the best
struction programs instead of investors. Elderly
insurance you could have was good friends.
customers will be paying for plants that they
When you help a friend, they help you. There is a
may never be able to get any benefit from.
bond that grows that no insurance policy could
We are challenging these CWIP charges
cover. It is like all my values have come back to
because
we think they are illegal, but the PUC
me by living here. It is like rediscovering the
may
soon
allow CMP to start charging its
things that I was taught.
customers
for
construction of Seabrook and
FOX: WHAT DO YOU FEEL ABOUT BEING
other
plants.
CALLED AN OUTSIDER AND ABOUT ALL
In addition to providing for the election of
THE “OUTSIDER” JOKES?
utility commissioners, the Initiative will also
GEORGE: I grew up in a working class neigh
deal directly with this continuing problem of
borhood that was half Irish, half Mexican; it was
costly utility mismanagement by shifting the
a time of prosperity then, because most
everyone was working and there was a certain
responsibility for planning from the utility
loyalty to your neighborhood. When new people
companies to the new Maire Energy Com
moved in, they were considered outsiders until
mission...an aspect of the referendum that could
they earned the respect of the people there.
save millions on our light bills.
e
'v
e
(f fo
o
c
E
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Living here, sure, I consider myself an outsider, di
Maine is the nation’s poorest state and one of
until I earn the right to be something other than
the oldest, which makes energy prices and policy
that.
here a matter of survival. We need to participate
FOX: SO THAT IS NOTHING THAT
in
the process when prices and policies are
RUBBED THE WRONG WAY?
established
and the ballot box is the only ef
GEORGE: No. I have always found that
CYMBRIEL HUGHES
HOWARD HAGAR
fective
way
we
have to be heard.
anytime you are accepted immediately, the
quicker you are rejected. People who accept you
immediately don’t know how to form relation
ships. It is, “Hello, how are you? We’re buddies.
Let me borrow your lawnmower.” And if
something bothers you or you object to
something, they don’t like you anymore. But
here, I have found that you have to respect
M A C B E A N S BOOKS &• M U S IC
people’s lifestyles, their culture, in order to earn
623-4533
their respect. It is the same anywhere, or should
Stretc Atnoum HaH'T’Iacc
|
t)G.
rBrunsunclo cM *in fe -s
§
FOX: HOW DO YOU FIT INTO THAT
LIFESTYLE?
perhaps (M ovie's best selection
GEORGE: I guess that the major similarities I
have with my neighbors is that I believe strongly
especially
in the family, in treating my wife and children
pob 87 granite hill road
show s, fo lk , etc.
hallowed main* •04347
good and making friends; I think that is the same
as people around here. My efforts are spent on
*
coffee
m akers,filte rs
• T-SHIRTS - Custom Imprints
making my family, happier and more com
• POSTERS - Promotional Visuals
fortable, be it in raising animals, cutting
HOJ J
-6516.-0
6
2
• DECALS - Pressure Sensitives
firewood, growing a garden. We work together
• DISPLAYS - Panels & Graphics
Browsers Welcomed • Special Orders, too *
to benefit us all, which brings us closer together.
That brings up another point I find attractive
'As Individual As A Fingerprint”
about Aroostook County. The economic situation
here is nothing anyone would brag about, and at
the same time, people tend to be closer because
they do not have all the material things that
4NAPQI
G C T T IN G IN T U N C
come with a middle class living. People depend
on each other, not on credit cards and insurance
IIW A R
F O R FALL SA LC
policies.
How I probably differ most is that I am a very
vocal person and always speak out about things;
maybe too many things, but it makes me feel
T H R U T H E F O L IA G E SEASON
N A P A
F IL T E R S
better. I can’t be silent when I see things hap
CAPT. F R A N K O F F E R S
pening, no matter where it is happening. In some
E X C U R S IO N S O N T H E M O ST
When was the last time you changed your car's filters? Replace those old, dirty clogged
way, everything affects me. And maybe I cannot
B E A U T IF U L R IV E R IN M A IN E
filters with a new NAPA Filter that will improve your car's mileage, because when the
directly change things, but by speaking out I get
name is NAPA, the standard is quality!
people to respond to me. I don’t get anyone to
L IM IT E D TO 6
confront me very much, but I haven’t noticed a
SAILS D A IL Y
PASSENGERS
lot of people hating me or treating me any dif
ferent either.
FOX: DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE
D ro p by at Schooner W h a rf —
GAINED A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF RESPECT
M ain S tre e t . . . . D a m arisco tta
BY SPEAKING OUT?
Capt. Frank Bedell - 633-3143 GEORGE: Yes, but I don’t know if some of the
people who have an opinion of me would call it
NAPA SERIES 2
NAPA SERIES 2
respect. I consider that some people do have
FOR THE DISCERNING FERMENTERS
respect for my opinions on things; they know
OF MALTS AND GRAPES”
where I stand, I am not in the closet or sitting
back.
People know too, that what I say I believe and
do not just sit and preach to others about how
Cook Things
Gourmet Essentials
they should act. I don’t just spout off on a
EACH
132 Front St.
■ • Jr m e a c h
s o a p b o x ^ b u ^ h T ^ ^ iv ^ n n r^ e lie fs^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
Bath 4 4 2 -7 0 1 5
Fcr
most
American
cars
Others
slightly
higher
For mon American cart Others slightly higher

• BUILD AND REPAIR
• BOATS UP TO 5 0 FEET

3342

MAQUOIT ROAD
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CHEMEX

AIR FILTER

OIL FILTER
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FIELD N O TES

H ay W oodm an

inadequate stock of antlers and so I had to rely
on other sources. I finally managed to locate a
ratty mounted head at an auction and bore my
eight dollar prize home amidst the jeers of my
neighbors. I dismissed my wife’s unbridled
enthusiasm for my purchase as feminine
irrationality and proceeded to dismantle the
trophy on the kitchen table. The head provided
an admirable pair of rattling horns and an un
believable array of moth larvae and carpet
beetles. I should also note that the rather
pungent odor of hacksawed antler seems to drive
the average housewife into an insensate fury,
truly wonderful to behold.
The next step was to bore holes in the main
beams to take a carrying cord (more stench) and
then, because I was nervous about the brownish
coloration of the antlers, a coat of fluorescent
orange paint. The kitchen was a charnel house
by the time I was finished but the horns were
ready for rattling and I could savor the triumph
that would be mine on opening day.
Walking into the woods carrying a pair of
orange antlers is a rather unusual tactic here in
Maine and I managed to be as furtive as possible
on opening day. My plan of action, gleaned from
reading all the best of the outdoor magazines,
consisted of easing into a heavily frequented
deer area, allowing the native wildlife to settle
down, and then starting off the session with a
magnificent clash of horn on horn. It was at this
point that I discovered the functional use of the
brow tines on a whitetail rack. Animal
behaviorists claim that they serve to protect the
deer’s eyes during combat but they are really
located so as to smash thumbs. I fear that I
spooked the deer in the area with my cry of
triumph as I discovered this little-known fact
about antler design.
By the end of the week, after my left thumb
had returned to only twice normal size, I sawed
off the brow tines and had prepared for act two
of the saga. I carefully selected a new area for
my outwitting of the wily whitetail. The theory
behind rattling is to create a noise in a buck’s
territory that convinces him that a pair of
strange bucks are doing battle over his private
harem of does. I got a lot of exercise developing
this impression but, apparently, only does were
within earshot and weren’t interested in what
the bucks were doing in anticipation of their

The best way to rattle a whitetail buck is to
shoot him. This gem of wisdom has developed
from my vast experience afield and is passed on
to enlighten you. I am a dedicated sportsman and
never, under any circumstances, resort to
trickery to take my buck...invariably because
my craftiest plots seem to have tiny flaws. My
first teenage attempt at pre-season strategy
involved the simplest form of plot, finding out
where the deer were. I spent a week scouting
the terrain and discovered a heavily used run
near a farm. I sneaked to a carefully selected
vantage point well before dawn on opening day,
several hours before dawn in fact...I nearly froze
to the stump by the time the flock of sheep
showed up.
Trail watching tactics have served me well
over the years and have provided innumerable
opportunities to observe the habits of a variety
of cows, goats and sheep and, on one memorable
occasion, a pig. Another useful approach is the
tree stand. In this technique you construct a
platform high in a tree, where the deer would
never expect to find you, and just wait for a deer
to walk by. Utilizing this technique I have
managed to enrage several unreasonable lan
downers who, for some obscure reason, did not
appreciate the unauthorized construction. I have
also managed to drop my rifle (bent scope), tear
hunting pants on nails and, the ultimate surprise
tactic, fall out of a tree stand while trying to get
a better look at a passing porcupine. The fall was
not serious, the tree was at the edge of a swamp.
Other tactics outlined in national magazines
have been tried on various occasions. The dugout
blind seemed promising until I discovered that
Maine has more roots than trees and the one hole
I did manage to scrape out uncovered a spring.
Various and sundry buck scents have proved
diverting, they attract rodents (apple scented)
and repel wives (deer musk) but have virtually
no effect on deer. The rubber band deer calls are
another novel item...they consistently attract
foxes and have an unusual capacity for snapping
off the rubber band when you try to take them
out of your pocket.
The ultimate tactic, pioneered by Texas
whitetail hunters, is rattling up a buck with a
pair of antlers. The first problem I faced was, of
course, finding a pair of antlers to rattle. My
hunting success had provided me with an

dainty favors. I did rattle up a game warden and
two other hunters during the course of the
day...one of the hunters merely shook his head,
the other hunter and the warden made some
rather pointed comments concerning my
rationality.
Back to the magazines to discover the error of
my ways. The key to rattling, according to these
writers, was to locate an area filled with bucks
and well out of the beaten path so the animals
weren’t disturbed by hunters. Big deal. If I could
find a place like that I wouldn’t need the damned
horns. But, undaunted, I renewed the tactics in a
new area far from the nearest road. I managed to
attract another fox, scare the hell out of a pair of
ruffed grouse, and enrage every red squirrel in
the county. The bucks were most uncooperative
and appeared to be uninterested in any form of
territorial encounter with trespassing rivals. By
the last week of the season I had doubts as to the
chance of survival of a species that was so in
different to the normal routine of the rut. My
faith in rattling was unshaken, after all, it was
written up in all the best magazines.
The rattling routine, practiced by the num
bers, had become second nature to me and it was
old hat by the last day of the season. I made my
last stand on a hillside beneath a huge pine
where I had all the necessary conveniences: a
soft seat, a place to lean my rifle and a great field
of view. On the second whack of the antlers I
heard a crash down the hill and discovered, with
absolutely no sense of astonishment, a huge buck
running straight for me. I continued to tap the
horns and he continued his headlong rush up the
hill. When he skidded to a stop less than a rod’s
length away I finally realized that rattling really
worked! Of course my rifle was leaning against
the tree behind me and my frantic efforts to drop
the antlers and clutch the weapon alerted the
buck to my plans for him.
I didn’t get a chance at that buck, he departed
before I had a chance to introduce myself. On the
way back to the road I managed to drop a nice six
pointer. It was easy, he was nibbling some
browse, lulled into a sense of false security by all
the noise up on the hill. Rattling does work, it
seems to calm them down so you can get a shot at
them. Now if I could only figure out why that
first buck charged me I could write a magazine
article about rattling.
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that they melted down the golden hemorrhoids.
(Newer translations render them as “boils”).
The Ark of the Covenant would play only one
other major role in Bible history. Two decades later
a man would challenge the might of the Philistines
and unite the Jews under him. King David sought
to consolidate his civil and religious power in his
new capital of Jerusalem. He had the Ark hauled
out of storage and brought to the city in triumph.
His intention was to construct a Temple to house
the ancient relic. The prophets warned him against
this, possibly because it would give him too much
power. David’s son Solomon did built the Temple
and the Ark disappeared within it — forever.
Thirty five years later, Jerusalem was looted by
Shishak, an Egyptian Pharao. This is mentioned in
the film, providing the basis for belief that the Ark
was in Egypt. Other legends abound about the
possible whereabouts of the shrine. At the turn of
this century, treasure hunters destroyed ruins at
the ancient Irish capital of Tara — looking for the
Ark — but found nothing.

One of the most popular movies of this summer
season is “Raiders of the Lost Ark.” It is an action
feature about archaeologists hunting a gold box
that has been lost for 3,000 years. Adolph Hitler, “a
nut on the occult,” wants it because it will make an
army victorious who follows it into battle. When
found, the Ark unleashes a maelstrom of spirits and
lightning which wipe out a Nazi regiment. The film,
while exciting, is highly fanciful. The Ark,
however, was real. Its true story is an adventure no
less dramatic. Moreover, the Ark is not exactly lost
— the Bible tells us where it is!
In English there is some confusion between
Noah’s Ark and the Ark of the Covenant. In
Hebrew they are two different words, one meaning
“boat” and the other “box.” Our word “arcane”
meaning “secret or closed” derives from the Latin
word for box: arcanus.
In Washington, the National Archives is a
building which houses the Constitution of the
United States. It is our national charter. The Ark of
the Covenant was the container of the Jewish
national charter, the Ten Commandments. But it
held more than the stone tablets which Moses
brought down from the mountain Hebrews 9:4
says “in the Ark were the golden jar containing the
Manna, the rod of Aaron which had blossomed and
the tablets of the covenant.” The cut-away view of
the Ark which accompanies this article gives an
idea of what the jar of bread and walking stick
might have looked like.
The Ark was more than a national archives. It
was a portable shrine for a band of gypsies with no
permanent settlement. Such shrines were not
unusual. Examples have been found in Egyptian
tombs and were probably common among nomadic
tribes. Roman nobility carried about portable
shrines with their Lares or household goods. There
was an important difference in the Ark of the
Covenant.
Moses had the unique genius to realize that God
is transcendent, that is, He is not confined to any
place or statue. Thus he forbade any images of God.
Knowing human need to have something to focus
our attention upon, he built the Ark as a throne for
God. The Israelites did not worship the Ark or what
was inside it. They venerated the space above the
Ark. It helped them to picture an invisible God by
praying to an empty space.
The Ark of the Covenant was a wooden box
“made of acacia wood, two and a half cubits long,
one and a half cubits wide, and one and a half cubits
high” (Exodus 25:10). A cubit was the distance
between a man’s elbow and the tip of his fingers or
about 18 inches. The Ark was approximately three
feet, nine inches by two feet, three inches. It was
plated inside and out with gold leaf. Erich Von
Daniken in his “Chariots of the Gods?” suggests

that this combination of metal and wood made a
natural condenser or high voltage storage battery,
and might have been the source of its power. This is
far-fetched. The movie and Von Daniken think that
the Ark was a radio transmitter for talking to God
or an astronaut. It was instead a spiritual sign post
pointing the way to an invisible Deity.
The cover for the Ark was a sheet of solid gold.
Blood of sacrifices was sprinkled on this sheet every
year on Yom Kippur. On either side of the cover
was a cherub (plural, cherubim). These were not
the chubby angels of valentine cards, but animals
with human faces and wings. Such beasts guarded
the entrances to Temples in Iraq. God spoke from
between these statues (Exodus 25:22). No one was
allowed to touch the Ark itself. It was carried on
gold-covered poles, passed through gold rings on
either side.of the cover. One man who innocently
touched the box was instantly killed (2 Samuel 6:67). Was this a sign of electric power or simply a
fear-induced heart attack?

So where is the Ark? The Bible tells us. Some 375
years after its construction, the Jerusalem Temple
was destroyed in 587 B.C. Tnvaders from Iraq
carried off many of the treasures from the Jewish
Vatican. 2 Maccabees 2:4-8 relates the final journey
of the Ark of the Covenant. Jeremiah, the prophet
who left one of the richest books of the Bible, or
dered that the Ark be carried to safety. It was
transferred to Mount Nebo in Jordan, where Moses
had died. With other relics it was sealed in a cave
on that mountain in “a place to remain unknown
until God gathers his people together again and
shows them mercy. Then the Lord will disclose
these things, and the glory of the Lord will be seen
in the cloud, just as it appeared in the time of Moses
and when Solomon prayed that the Place might be
gloriously sanctified.”
When will the Ark reappear? No one knows. But
then, do we need it? “Yet an hour is coming, and is
already here, when authentic worshipers will
worship the Father in Spirit and truth...God is
Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in
Spirit and truth” (John 4:23-24). This was the first
purpose of the shrine.
Fr. Richard Lonsdale
In The Church World

“Raiders of the Lost Ark” portrays Nazis hunting
for the shrine because it will guarantee success to
their army. Hitler — or the script writer — did not
know his Bible! It was true that the Ark was
brought into battle and did have a spiritual and
psychological effect both on the Jews and their
enemies. But it also brought them disaster. The
fourth chapter of 1 Samuel describes the scene.
About 200 years had gone by since the Ark had
been built. It was kept at a village called Shiloh, a
few miles north of Jerusalem, under the control of a
family of priests named Eli. The Jews were trying
to wrest control of the country from a new enemy,
the Philistines. The Ark was ordered to a battle
ground at Aphek. The battle had been going badly
and the Jews were hoping for a miracle. Their
enemies did become demoralized at the sight of the
portable shrine but won the fight anyway. They
even captured the Ark and took it home as a
trophy! What followed next is the most bizarre part
of the story.
The Philistines took their prize to the city of
Azotus, placing it in the Temple of their god,
Dagon. During the night in the locked temple the
pagan idol was tipped on its face. The next night it
was beheaded. Then a plague of mice broke out in
the Philistine territory followed by an outbreak of
hemorrhoids! This was too much for the Azotans
and the Ark was promptly shipped to another city.
After seven months of passing the Ark, the
Philistines finally decided to return it to the Jews.
To placate the Hebrew God, they also sent along
golden statues — of mice and hemorrhoids. The
Ark was placed on a cart, pulled by two oxen, and
shoved in the general direction of the Jews. The
people of Israel had lost faith in their shrine and put
it into storage for the next 20 years. One presumes

7 7 5 -3 1 5 5

